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SUBJECT: PLANS FOR EXPANSION OF TOGLIATTI AUTOMOBILE PLANT (VAZ) 

REF: MOSCOW 16054, OCTOBER 23, 1974. 

USDOC FOR BEWT/TDAD AND USSR 

1. CONFIRMATION OF REPORT REFTEL OF PLANS TO INTRODUCE PRODUCTION 
OF FOUR-WHEEL DRIVE VEHICLE AT TOGLIATTI VAZ PLANT (REFTEL) WAS 
PROVIDED BY SPECIAL DISPLAY OF SOVIET CARS AND TRUCKS AT ECONOMIC 
ACHIEVEMENTS EXHIBITION (VDNKH) WHICH INCLUDED PROTOTYPE OF 
VEHICLE, WHICH GOES UNDER NAME OF "NIVA" (FIELD). ACCORDING TO 
DESCRIPTIVE MATERIAL, "NIVA" TO GO INTO SERIAL PRODUCTION DURING 
1976 (NO QUANTITIES INDICATED). IN APPEARANCE, "NIVA" 

RESEMBLES RENAULT 5, AND DOES NOT APPEAR TO HAVE BEEN BASED ON 
ANY KNOWN FIAT DESIGN. VEHICLE IS DISTINGUISHED, INTER ALIA, BY 
VERY HIGH GROUND CLEARANCE, WHICH INDICATES THAT IT WAS DEVELOPED 
FOR USE IN AREAS WHERE ROADS EITHER POOR OR NON-EXISTENT. SOURCE 
OF ADDITIONAL EQUIPMENT FOR PRODUCTION OF "NIVA" NOT YET CLEAR. 
DURING THEIR LAST VISIT TO COMMERCIAL OFFICE (EARLY AUGUST)N CROSS 
COMPANY REPS ADVISED THAT THEY STILL HAD NOT RECEIVED FORMAL 
REQUESTS FOR BIDS FOR EQUIPMENT. 
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2. VDNKH DISPLAY ALSO PROVIDED ENCOURAGING SIGNAL FOR U.S. 
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PRODUCERS OF HEAVY TRUCKS FOR MINING OPERATIONS. PROTOTYPE OF 
75-TON CAPACITY BELAZ TRUCK. WHICH SOVIETS APPARENTLY SEE AS 
DOMESTIC ALTERNATIVE FOR UNIT RIGA, WABCO AND TEREX TRUCKS OF 120 
TONS AND UP, WAS ON DISPLAY. HOWEVER, DESCRIPTIVE MATERIAL ON THIS 
VEHICLE LEFT BLANK SECTION WHERE DATE FOR BEGINNING SERIAL 
PRODUCTION SHOULD HAVE BEEN INDICATED. 

STOESSEL 
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